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Show of hands 🙋

• I am completely or quite new to Positron. 

• I'm somewhere in the middle. 

• I use Positron as my main development environment.





Positron is ...

• A next-generation data science IDE 

• Built for data exploration and writing code, with AI assistance (or not!) 

• Familiar (RStudio-ish) and extensible (soft fork of VS Code) 

• Multilingual data science: R and Python (built-in support), Julia (via 
community contributed extension) 

• Plots, variables, console, help, viewer, data explorer, debugging, packages
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Open the folder, not the file



Workspace is a core concept in Positron 

A workspace is just a folder* 

Similar to a Project in RStudio 

Pro tip: work in a folder most (all?) of the time

* Or, at least, it can be and often is that simple









Ways to launch Positron in a specific folder

• New Window then Open Folder 

• Open Recent list appears in various places and via Ctrl + R 

• Open with Positron in context menu of Windows File Explorer  

• In a terminal 

• positron path/to/my/folder 

• Project Manager extension 

• Use a launcher like Raycast or Alfred 

• Positron docs: Migrating from RStudio > The Rproj file

https://open-vsx.org/extension/alefragnani/project-manager
http://positron.posit.co/rstudio-rproj-file.html
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Ctrl + R
Ctrl/Cmd + click  

to open in new window



Windows: Launch from File Explorer
Setup: When installing Positron, enable 
context menu integration in Setup > Select 
Additional Tasks by checking the box to 
“Open with Positron”.

In File Explorer: Shift + right-click on a 
folder and select “Open with Positron” 
from the context menu.



Mac OS: Launch from Finder or Terminal

Setup: Add Positron to your PATH via the 
Command Palette by 
pressing Cmd+Shift+P to open the palette 
and typing Install ‘positron’ command in 
PATH.

In Finder: Right-click on a folder and 
select “New Terminal at Folder”. Then in 
that terminal, do this: 

positron . 

In Terminal: 

positron path/to/my/folder 

or 

cd path/to/my/folder 
positron .



Launch from the Project Manager extension

Setup: Install extension from Open VSX 
Registry. 

In the Command Palette: Type Project 
Manager: List projects to open which gives 
you a you a nice searchable UI in the 
command palette. 

In the Activity Bar:  
Click on extension icon.



Making your folders known to Project Manager

Favorites: Explicitly save specific folders 
as favorites. 

  

Git: Tell the extension about specific folders 
where you tend to keep Git repositories — any 
subfolder of these base folders that is also a 
Git repo is automatically treated as a project.



Wrangling multiple open folders in macOS

• AltTab = a Windows-style switcher among windows for one app

• Set window.nativeTabs: true in Positron user settings*

* In Positron, this does not require you to set "Prefer tabs when opening documents" at the OS-level.

https://alt-tab.app/
https://lucasprag.com/posts/underrated-vscode-feature-native-tabs/
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rig

Standalone tool to manage multiple R installations 

Not part of Positron, but a great complement 

Especially important for macOS users 

https://github.com/r-lib/rig

https://github.com/r-lib/rig
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Direct link to setting:  
RStudio Keybindings

positron://settings/workbench.keybindings.rstudioKeybindings


• Air formatter for R 

• posit-dev.github.io/air 

• Air: Initialize Workspace Folder turns 
on "format on save" for R and 
Quarto

https://posit-dev.github.io/air/


Recent developments



Packages pane debuted in 
the 2026.05 release 

https://positron.posit.co/packages-pane.html

https://positron.posit.co/packages-pane.html




• By popular demand! 

• Quarto inline output debuted in the 
2026.05 release 

• Enable via 
the quarto.inlineOutput.enabled setting. 

positron://settings/quarto.inlineOutput.enabled


Many other recent develoments

• https://opensource.posit.co/blog/?q=source:positron 

• R debugging: breakpoint support 

• Data connections 

• R language intelligence 

• "Import Data" support

https://opensource.posit.co/blog/?q=source:positron


Keeping up-to-date

• Setting: Update > Positron: Channel  

• releases: stable, monthly-ish releases, same version as on download 
page. 

• dailies: ~every day, cutting edge

• Positron automatically checks for updates. Accept that nudge!

positron://settings/update.positron.channel


Getting help

• Positron Docs: https://positron.posit.co/ 

• Ask questions on GitHub discussions: https://github.com/posit-dev/
positron/discussions

https://positron.posit.co/
https://github.com/posit-dev/positron/discussions
https://github.com/posit-dev/positron/discussions
https://github.com/posit-dev/positron/discussions
https://github.com/posit-dev/positron/discussions

